PSYCHICAL RESEARCH
which made fraud seem very improbable. Eusapia came to Cambridge in the Long Vacation of 1895, and stayed with the Myers. She held some seances and I was present at two of them. At the first, which began about 6 o'clock in the evening, Lord Rayleigh, Professor Richet, Myers, Richard Hodgson, Mrs Sidgwick, Mrs Verrall and myself were present, along with a few others whose names I have forgotten. We sat at a long table. Eusapia was at one end, Lord Rayleigh on her right, I on her left; and Mrs Verrall was under the table holding her feet. There was a melon on a small table at some little distance from that at which we sat, and it was part of the programme that the melon should be precipitated on to the table. There -were heavy velvet curtains over the windows, and when the lights were all put out it was pitch dark. We formed the circuit by clasping hands in the usual way, and sat like this for a considerable time without anything happening. Then Myers, who thought it good policy to encourage mediums at the commencement of a seance, jumped up and said he had been hit in the ribs. The circuit was thus broken and it was perhaps a minute before it was re-formed. Hardly had we got seated when Mrs Verrall called out " She's pulled her foot back ", and then, without an interval, "Why, here's the melon on my head!" What had happened was quite obvious : while the circuit had been broken and Eusapia was free she had reached out, got the melon, sat down and put it on her lap, intending to kick it from her knee on to the table. Now if you want to kick from the knee you begin by drawing the foot back. Eusapia had done this, but had been disconcerted by Airs Verrall calling out, and had not got her kick in in time, and the melon had rolled off her lap on to Mrs VerralTs head. She then set to work to retrieve the situation.
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